
 

 

 

 

 

Sports and Societies Policy 

Introduction 

This policy details the expected operations of all sports teams and societies ratified by John 

Snow College Junior Common Room (JCR).  It is supplementary to the University policies 

and procedures and is in no way meant to be contradictory to them.  Where this may occur, 

the Sports and Societies Policy shall not in any way be interpreted as to overrule the 

University policies and procedures. 

Appointments 

The procedure for appointing individuals to occupy specific roles within a sports team or 

society is likely to be idiosyncratic, and this will be respected by the JCR.  The diverse nature 

of sports teams and societies means that appointments will vary in number, timing and nature. 

Sports teams and societies can make internal decisions in relation to new appointments but 

these must be carried out in a respectful and dignified manner.  If this is not adhered to, the 

relevant individuals may be subject to disciplinary action. 

When appointing a new Captain or President, the current Captain or President has the right to 

exercise their personal discretion and nominate an individual who they feel has the necessary 

abilities to fulfil the role in a competent manner.  In making this decision, they may feel it is 

necessary to discuss their potential choices.  In relation to sports teams, they should consult 

the JCR Sports Officer and/or fellow/previous Captains within their sport in the first instance.  

In relation to societies, they should consult the JCR Culture & Societies Officer and/or 

previous Presidents within their society in the first instance. 

NB.  The aforementioned procedure should also be followed when appointing a new 

Treasurer or other individuals required for the successful running of a sports team or society. 

However, an individual is only eligible to be President/Captain and/or Treasurer within a JCR 

sports team or society if they satisfy the following caveats: 

1. They are a JCR member of John Snow College Junior Common Room. 

2. They are NOT a 3
rd

 Year Medicine student; and therefore a Newcastle student. 

3. They live in a locality that allows them to fulfil the responsibilities of their position 

sufficiently 



Finances 

All sports teams and societies must make concerted efforts to ensure that their finances can 

sufficiently meet their day-to-day financial needs.  Where possible, each team or society 

should have a surplus within their respective JCR account and should make every effort to 

avoid operating within a deficit.  Where a deficit does exist, the Captain or President within 

the sports team or society in question must consult the JCR President and JCR Treasurer to 

discuss how the deficit can be resolved and the time scale for such a resolution – an action 

plan shall be agreed which will be definitive. 

If a sports team or society deviates from their action plan without reasonable justification, 

they may be subject to disciplinary action.  This shall be referred to the Democracy 

Committee, including consideration of relevant factual information from the JCR Treasurer to 

make an informed decision. 

If it is deemed necessary, Democracy Committee can ultimately make the decision to ‘freeze’ 

the account of the sports team or society in question.  This would result in no more financial 

support by the JCR until the sports team or society accrues funds that return them to a ‘self-

sufficient’ status and subsequently out of deficit. 

Each sports team or society will maintain their own accounts and keep them up-to-date.  They 

will submit their accounts to the JCR at least once per term for the purposes of continuity and 

to ensure that discrepancies can be detected, discussed and adjusted accordingly.  Failure to 

do so may result in disciplinary action which will be decided by Democracy Committee. 

Sponsorship 

All sports teams and societies are permitted to enter into sponsorship agreements with 

external parties; however there are a number of processes that must be followed before any 

agreement can be deemed to exist. In the first instance the Captain or President and/or 

Treasurer of the respective team or society should contact the JCR President to inform them 

of their wish to enter into a sponsorship agreement so as to ensure no conflict with wider JCR 

operations may arise. 

If no conflict exists then the Captain or President of the team or society should work with the 

JCR President to draw up a proposal to their potential sponsor and outline what is being 

offered in return for level of sponsorship offered. This proposal will then be sent to the 

University legal department, as is a requirement of being a Durham Student Organisation, 

and any changes and queries will be worked through closely. Only upon confirmation from 

the University to the JCR President that the agreement is suitable and no potential breach of 

the Bribery Act 2010 is evident will the Captain or President of their team or society be 

granted permission to present this to the external party. 

It should be noted that no sponsorship should only be sought from parties that to any 

reasonable individual are deemed appropriate. Further clarification on this can be sought 

from the JCR President.  



Stash 

The purchasing of personalised clothing by sports teams and societies is left at their 

discretion.  For any academic year, if a sports team or society has not provided an opportunity 

to order clothing but there is a clear demand from the majority of sports team or society 

members, then the Captain or President within the team or society must rectify this by 

providing such an opportunity.  The JCR Sports Officer must provide sports teams with the 

necessary assistance to ensure clothing is ordered (if required) through recommendation of 

potential suppliers and guidance on suitable purchases. 

All members of JCR sports teams are required to purchase the college tracksuit and steps will 

be taken each academic year to ensure ample opportunity for purchase is presented to all 

team members. Sports teams are permitted to substitute the tracksuit top for a similar garment 

and if a sports team member orders a training top within their respective stash order, they are 

only required to purchase the college tracksuit bottoms. 

When ordering stash, each sports team or society must receive full payment from its members 

prior to processing the order.  Only in exceptional circumstances can the order be processed 

and payments received retrospectively from the necessary members.  Such a decision shall be 

at the discretion of the JCR President and JCR Treasurer. 

Communication 

It is vital that communication between sports teams and societies exists throughout the year 

and that communication is regular with the respective JCR contact point; either the JCR 

Sports Officer for sports teams or the JCR Culture & Societies Officer for societies.  

Sports teams and societies are expected to direct all questions and queries related to their 

activities through their respective JCR contact point so as to ensure that correct information is 

passed on, individuals are not mislead and that external parties to the JCR are not subject to 

numerous requests for the same information. 

It is not expected of any sports team or society to contact an external party to the JCR such as 

that of Team Durham, Durham Student Theatre or a similar organisation. These parties will 

already have communication channels with the JCR and the JCR President, JCR Sports 

Officer and JCR Culture & Societies Officer will be co-ordinating and managing the 

information received and sent to them – contacting these parties outside of the JCR will lead 

to inefficiencies and confusion for all involved and is therefore strongly discouraged and 

repeated bypassing of already established channels may result in disciplinary action which 

will be decided by Democracy Committee. 


